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READING



INTERPRETING DATA

Many scientific and academic texts contain statistics. These are often

illustrated in graphs or charts.

Referring to graphs and charts while you are reading will help you to

understand the text, and interpret the statistical data better.

✓Skim the titles of the text and graphs and charts to get a general idea.

✓Read the description of the horizontal and vertical data.

✓ Look at the graph or bar chart. Ask yourself questions: What is the

general picture or trend? Are there any unexpected points?

✓As you read the text, refer to the appropriate part of the diagram.

Compare the information in the text with the information in the graphs

and charts.



WRITING



ILLUSTRATING DATA



DESCRIBING A GRAPH OR CHART

Students are often required to transform data from a graph or chart into 

text. Always:

✓say what the graph or chart shows.

✓describe the main changes.

✓summarize the major trends and/or high and low points.

Vary the vocabulary you use. 





VOCABULARY 

DEVELOPMENT



AVOIDING REPETITION

Describing a curve

Go up ↑ Go down ↓ Go up and down Stay the same →

rise fall fluctuate remain steady

increase drop remain stable

grow decrease



AVOIDING REPETITION

The language used to describe graphs can be repetitive. To 

avoid describing increasing for example, use:

✓synonyms. e.g., increase= rise

✓adjectives + nouns, e.g., slight increase

✓verbs + adverbs, e.g., increased slightly 



AVOIDING REPETITION

adjectives + nouns verbs + adverbs

a steady growth grow/grew steadily

a slight increase increased slightly

a dramatic rise rose dramatically

a sudden drop drop/ dropped suddenly

a steady fall fell steadily



AVOIDING REPETITION

a dramatic rise a steady fall a slight increase

a sudden drop a steady growth
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